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Mr. Parvez Dewan, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India
said that Caravans are a unigue tourism product, which promotes family oriented
tours even in circuits / destinations, which are not having adequate hotel
accommodation. Caravan Tourism could attract a wide range of market segments
including young people, families, senior citizens and also international tourists. He
also informed the audience about the latest directive released by the ministry of
Tourism regarding granting Visa on Arrival Facility for foreigners from 11 countries,
along with the riders relating to time periods. He also said that Caravan is a concept
of Mobile tourism which can be a great help during peak tourism periods. In order to
promote caravan tourism, Mr Dewan gave examples of countries such as UK, US
and Singapore, where facilities of caravan tourism exist in plenty.

Mr. Suman Jyoti Khaitan, President, PHD Chamber, while welcoming the
Secretary of Ministry of Tourism deliberated that the transport system of an economy
is essentially linked to the tourism of that economy. Of the various modes of transport
that connect the cities and villages of the country, road transport constitutes the
crucial link. India’s tourism sector is witnessing robust growth on the back of
increasing inbound tourism by the burgeoning Indian middle class, rising inflow of
foreign tourists and government campaigns for promoting ‘Incredible India’. Mr.
Khaitan highlighted that Caravan Tourism can be increased in India by developing
public-private partnerships.

Mr. Rajiv. Kumar Vij, Co-chairman, Tourism Committee, PHD Chamber
emphasized on the advantages of road tourism and its growth journey in the country.
He said that road transportation is the best learning experience for travelers. He
reiterated that advancement of new technology in the caravan vehicle and the easy
availability of high end luxury vehicles on rent would be a major step towards
improving the potential of caravan tourism in the country.

Mr. Subhash Goyal, President, Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO)
expressed that Motor Home is the need of the hour. In this context, Caravan tourism
holds a vast opportunity for the country and the industry should grab this opportunity.
With all the facilities needed by the people being available in caravans, this can
become a big hit in the near future.

Om Vijay Choudhary, Chief General Manager, Madhya Pradesh Tourism said
that Caravan tourism is a unique product. Being the first player in India in this
segment of tourism product, he indicated that MP Tourism has three coaches
operating where travellers can stay and travel the length and breadth in three major
circuits where they have launched the service. Promoted as ‘Holiday on Wheels’,
there are several packages that the State is promoting in three circuits with bases in
Jabalpur, Indore and Bhopal. All the basic facilities are available onboard, including
Internet connection, thereby offering a comprehensive approach to the product.
Currently, this is being extensively by honeymoon couples and small families.



Mr. A. K. Singh, Chief General Manager, National Highways Authority of India,
New Delhi, said that road transportation is the back bone of India in terms of traffic.
He also said that National Highways constitute only about 1.7% of the road network
but carry about 40% of the total road traffic. He said that more roads need to be
constructed to have better connectivity which will also promote Caravan Tourism in

the country.
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