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‘State developing as a tourism
hub, centre for 1nvestment’

TIMES NFWS NETWORK
Raipur:’ Naﬁonal Niche Tou-
rism

The summit aimed to cre-
ateawarenessabout Chhattis-
garh as a niche tourism hub

NATIONAL NICHE
TOURISM SUMMIT

and the centre for investment

People at National Niche Tourism Summit in Raipur

tourism, while promoting the
samelnascimﬁﬂcmmne_:

board managingdirector San-
tosh K Misra said, “Chhattis-
garh has been awarded as the
best performing state. Being
the rice-bowl of the wuntm

veyerbelt‘ﬂleoldeamktme
and many interesting aspects

unknown to the world,” he
said.

provemes
tion, “Be itthepower sector,
ursteeLthlssmteisnnh{nm

ments of the state saying that
it has the best investment op-
portunities for industries, or

Brij- for steel or power, 44% area is
covered under

under reserved for-
est, the biggest cement con-

- sumer, and the only state with

all possible forms of tourism. H
Embassy of Czech Repub- :

lic ambassador said that he :

would be working towards
creating a bridge between In-
dia and the Czech Republic

andiseagerforanyfuturecol- :

laboration.
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National media faces flak for tourism downturn

STAFF REPORTER @ RAIPUR

inister for PWD, Tourism
and Culture Brijmohan
Agrawal on Tuesday blamed

bl
the national media of i
¢ atons e of vy

the distinction of having the
highest per capita cement con-
sumption in the country’

e said that it is
Chhattisgarh where the dense
forests have been saved by
tribals th lves. ‘In

g s
tourism potential with the
lmurgenc problem,

‘On the other hand, the
same media would talk
favourably and at length about
the presence of large and
prominent industrial houses in
Chhattisgarh, he said while
delivering the key-note
address at a day-long ‘National
Niche Tourism Summit’ organ-
ised jointly by the PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PHDCCI) and
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
(CTB) at Hotel Babylon
International in the city.

said that the world
carries this misconception that
Chhattisgarh is a "Triba} State’
‘As far as insurgency is con-
cerned, people outside have this
misconception that gun toting
Naxals might be standing out-
side the Raipur girport.

‘The fact s  that
Chhattisgarh has a boomin
industrial economy and al
global steel producing majors
are desirous of setting up their
units in the State, he said,

Agrawal  said  that
Chhattisgarh has the highest
per capita power consump.
tion in the country. ‘It also has

Uuunldundr)uwwld et pil-
mige destinations while in
a you have' locales for
water tourism, but in
would find all

types of t destinati

Chtatagu also has

' many

gromhum temples across the

tate where more than 50 lakh
tourists arrive every year.

Chhattisgarh also needs to
develop ‘Agri’ and ‘Industry’
tourism as people outside Z:
not know that there is a high
output of rice, potatoes and
onions ‘in the State besides
mines for  the industry, the
Minister stated,

Miloslay Stasek,
Ambassador of the Czech
Republic in India in his address
said that tourists from his
country visit the. ‘golden
triangle’ when' they come to
India. It will fiow be a great
opportunity for the Czech
tourists to visit Chhattisgarh's
tourist destinations’

Sebastian Domzalski, First
Secretary from Embassy of the
Republic of Poland in India
said that about 30,000 to 40,000
Polish tourists visit India every
year. ‘We would certainly col-

ons.
that

L

laborate with the Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board to bring tourists
to Chhattisgarh’

Poland “is visited by 14
to 15 million tourists from
across the globe annually out of
which 20,000 tourists are from
India, he said.

Santosh Krishnamoorthy,
Senior Account Manager
(News), BBC Advertising said
that after looking at the tourism
potential of Chhattisgarh, there
is an opportunity to collaborate
with the Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board for  promoting
Chhattisgarh’s tourist destina-
tions,

Santosh K Mishra,
Managing Director,

‘BENGAL TOURISM
HAS DECIDED TO
OPEN AN OFFICE IN
RAIPUR.THERE IS
ALREADY A HUGE
TRAFFIC OF
TOURISTS COMING
TO BENGAL FROM
CHHATTISGARH'

Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
said that Chhattisgarh is the
tourist destination with the
biggest waterfall with almost
hj of the state under forest

cover. ‘It is also considered a
‘rice bow!" with 22,000 varieties

of rice grown in one geo-
graphical area besides an exclu-
sive ‘Music’ University'—the
only of its kind in Asia besides
having the endangered wild
buffalo and the Bastar ‘Maina'
which imitates human voice!
Sharad Jaipuria, Senior
Vice President, PHDCCI said
that today travellers do not
spend time in the hotel when
on vacation and go out to
explore the tourist destina-
tions when they arrive.
Earlier, on the occasion, the
PWD, Tourism and Culture
Minister also released a
‘Knowledge Report’ prepared

by PHDCCI on Chhattisgarh.

Later, during a panel
discussion which was moder-
ated by N Baijendra Kumar,
Prinicipal Secretary to the Chief
Minister who is also Chairman,
Naya Raipur De’velo m':;:

Authority (NRDA),
Chhattisgarh has certain
niche tourism dmlnnnon;'
an

Siladitya Basu Ray, Joint
Secretary (Tourism),
Government of Bengal said
that international tourists are
more ‘niche’ than domestic
tourists who look for ;pedﬁc
tourist destinations inBengal.

‘We have developed a
Cruise package for the
Sundarbans while small boats
are also available for the
tourists) he said. !

Later, talking to The
Pioneer, Ray smc5 that the
Bengal Tourism has decided to
open an office in Raipur. There
is already a huge traffic of
lourisummlnilo Bengal from |
Chbhattisgarh, he said.

Li Qianguo, Deputy
Director of China National
Tourist Office in" New Delhi
told The Pioneer that
Chhattisgarh could send a large
number of its tourists to
China to visit its tourist
destinations. ‘The Chinese
tourists would be told about the
wonderful tourist destinations
in Chhattisgarh’
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" Chgarh has immense tourism potential

@ Brijmohan lauds PHD
Chamber’s efforts

@ National Niche
Tourism Summit

Sep 10: The National

Niche Tourism Summit was
successfully organized at Hotel
Babylon International, Raipur
on - September 10, 2013
(Tuesday), a joint venture of
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board
and PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. The
summit aimed to create aware-
ness about Chhattisgarh as a
niche tourism hub and the in-

vestment opportunities in the .

state to the large congregation
of entrepreneurs gathered at
the summit. It also highlighted
the rural agricultural, eco and
echno segments of niche
tourism, while promoting the
same in a scientific manner.

The summit was attended by
Ambassadors of various coun-

renowned journalists, Indian
and Foreign Tour and Travel
Operators of the relevant stake
holders of the industry.

Santosh K Mishra, IAS,

e il LTSRS

mmctor'

Managing
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board,
delivered the welcome speech
for the summit by
sight into the various tourism
attractions of Chhattisgarh
which aré unique in themselves.
He said that Chhattisgarh had

been awarded as the best per- -

forming state. Being the rice
the

Chhattisgarh also has Asia's
longest conveyer belt, oldest oak
tree, the Bastar Maina which
imitates human voice and vari-
ous other facts which are un-
kown to the rest of the world, he
added.

While presenting theme,
Sharad Jaipuria, Senior Vice
President, PHD Chamber spoke
about development of
Chhattisgarh since its incep-
tion. Be it the power sector, or
‘steel, Chhattisgarh is fich inre-
sources, he said. He also high-
lighted that this place is en-

dowed with rich cultural her-

anin- -

saying that Chhattisgarh is rela-
tively unexplored and has a
huge potential for niche
tourism.

© Chhattisgarh Tourism
Minister Brijmohan Agrawal
released the knowledge report
and awarded certificates of

recognition to various travel -

agents, tour operators and hotel
associations. In his keynote ad-
dress Agrawal admired PHD
Chamber’s efforts to promote
the untapped Niche tourism po-
tential in the state. He listed out
various achievements of the
state saying that it has the best
investment opportunities for
the industries, or for steel or
power, 44 % area is covered
under reserved forest, the
biggest cement consumer, and
the only state with all possible
forms of tourism. He also said
that thnugh people think twice

‘before coming to this place and
did not know about it 10 years

tourism in Chhattisgarh has
come on the Indian Tourism

sity has been awarded 15 times

by the central government as

_ the best state. He also described.

Chhattisgarh as future destina-
tion.

Embassy of Czech Republic
showed a movie on their coun-
try showcasing the spectacular
sceneries and monuments, He
also said the Czech Republic is a
major hub for tourism in °*
Europe and is visited by almost
10 million tourists annually.
Talking about his experience in
Chhattisgarh, Stasek said that
this is his first visit and he is
thoroughly impressed by this
state, its greenery, its diversity,
and that he would be working
towards creating a bridge be-
tween India and the Czech
Republic and is eager for any fu-
ture collaborations between

the
two countries.
Alok B Shriram, Vice -

on the dais and the eminent

for their view points
and valuable insights. He also
thanked Chhattisgarh Tourism
Boatd for facilitating the pro-
gramme. He signed off by wish-
ing this conference all the

success.
1 r—
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