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ख़याल विरासत का: PHDCCI’s 14th International Heritage Tourism Conclave 
25 July 2025 | LVP Banquets & Conventions, Lukshmi Villas Palace, Vadodara 

 
FINAL AGENDA 

 

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM Registration 

ODE TO GODS: PRESERVING CULTURE THROUGH MUSIC 

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM 
Saraswati Vandana by students of Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, 
Faculty of Performing Arts 

INAUGURAL SESSION 

10:30 AM – 10:35 AM National Anthem 

10:35 AM – 10:40 AM Theme Address by Mr. Rajan Sehgal, Co-Chair – Tourism Committee, PHDCCI 

10:40 AM – 10:50 AM 
Address by Mr. Mohamed Farouk, Regional Director, India Tourism Mumbai, 
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India 

10:50 AM – 11:00 AM 
Special Address by H H Samarjitsinh Gaekwad, Maharaja of Baroda and Founding 
Member, Heritage Tourism Association of Gujarat 

11:00 AM – 11:05 AM Release of PHDCCI-KPMG Report on Heritage Tourism 

11:05 AM – 11:15 AM 
Chief Guest Address by Mr. Rajender Kumar (IAS), Secretary – Tourism, Civil 
Aviation, Devasthanam Management & Pilgrimage, Government of Gujarat 

11:15 AM – 11:20 AM Vote of Thanks by Ms. Shalini S Sharma, Assistant Secretary General, PHDCCI 

11:20 AM – 11:30 AM Inauguration of Art Exhibition and Stall Visit by Chief Guest 

11:30 AM – 11:45 AM Dhokla Break 

VIBRANT GUJARAT MODEL FOR HERITAGE-LED TOURISM 

11:45 AM – 12:15 PM 

From the grand Lukshmi Vilas Palace that welcomes us today, to the stepwells of Patan, sun-
temples of Modhera and the vibrant threads of Kutchi embroidery, Gujarat is not just the 
citadel of history, but also the fount of folklore. In this session, we explore how the state is 
using policy and people for preservation and creating community-led development models. 

Moderator 
Mr. Ranjit Sinh Parmar 
Vice Chairman, Heritage Tourism Association of Gujarat 

Panellists 

Ms. Khyati Nayak 
Head (Niche Tourism), Gujarat Tourism 

Mr. Sanjeev Joshi 
Convenor – Vadodara Chapter, INTACH 

Mr. Anil Mulchandani 
Author and Travel Writer 

12:15 PM – 12:25 PM Partner Presentations 
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12:25 PM – 12:30 PM Presentation by KPMG India on PHDCCI-KPMG Report on Heritage Tourism 

HAVING A HAVELI: WHAT IT TAKES TO SAFEGUARD THE LIVING HERITAGE OF SHEKHAWATI 

12:30 PM – 1:00 PM 

Often referred to as India’s ‘open-air art gallery’, the Shekhawati region in Rajasthan is home 
to hundreds of painted havelis, many of which are crumbling due to neglect, migration and 
lack of policy support. This session will highlight how privately-owned heritage buildings, 
especially in rural and semi-urban settings, can be restored, repurposed and protected – not 
only for tourism, but as powerful reminders of a glorious past. 

Moderator 
Ms. Shruti Nada Poddar 
Principal Promoter, The Vedaaranya Habitat, Shekhawati and 
Convenor – Shekhawati Chapter, INTACH 

Panellists 
Mr. Angad Deo Mandawa 
Whole-time Director 
Hotel Castle Mandawa 

Ms. Urvashi Srivastava 
Principal Conservation 
Architect, Srijan Sanrakshan 

CULINARY TOURISM AND INDIA: FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

1:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

Every country in the world has at least a couple, if not more, of Indian restaurants which dish 
out butter chicken and dal fry to doting natives. Indians travelling to the West are known to 
pack their bags with more khakdas, fafdas, upma and dal pre-mixes than probably even 
clothes, such is their craving for garb ka khana. But why is it that we do not entice tourists from 
overseas with our cuisine? India is especially rich in the diversity of food cultures. There is 
Awadhi, Mughlai, Dakkhani, Goanese, Kashmiri, Bengali, Gujarati, Parsi, Malabari, 
Himachali…numerous variety of cuisines which embody the flavours of specific regions. But 
between our food and its promotion, lies the question – why is only a butter chicken and a dal 
fry shoved down touristy throats in the name of Indian cuisine? This session will discuss this 
and more, with policy recommendations to correct this approach to our food and its legacy. 

Session Chair 
Prof. Pushpesh Pant 
Food Historian, Author and Padma Shri Awardee 

Panellists 
Chef Manjit Gill 
President, Indian Federation 
of Culinary Associations (IFCA) 

Dr. Kurush Dalal 
Culinary Anthropologist, 
Archaeologist and Historian 

1:30 PM – 2:30 PM 
Bapor nu Bhojan 
Authentic Gujarati lunch specially curated by Chef Pritesh Raut, LVP Banquets & 
Conventions, Lukshmi Vilas Palace 

CHAMPANER-PAVAGADH: REVIVING A FORGOTTEN CAPITAL 

2:30 PM – 2:50 PM 
 
 

Once the vibrant capital of Gujarat under Sultan Mahmud Begada, Champaner-Pavagadh 
today stands as a silent witness to centuries of layered history, ranging from Hindu and Jain 
traditions to Islamic architectural brilliance. Despite its recognition as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, the site remain under-visited and under-promoted. This case study explores how 
conservation and community engagement can reposition such forgotten heritage capitals as 
vibrant cultural tourism destinations. 

Presenter 
Dr. Amita Sinha 
Professor – Department of Architecture, Planning and Design 
Indian Institute of Technology (BHU) Varanasi 
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WOMEN AS CUSTODIANS OF CULTURE 

2:50 PM – 3:20 PM 

They sport Kanjivarams, Paithanis, Moongas, Kotas, Sambalpuris, Patolas and all of the 
other varieties of traditional Indian unstitched garment – saris. They adorn their foreheads 
with intricate bindis, their hair with gajras and their ankles with pajebs…women in India are 
living embodiments of our culture and heritage. And yet they do so much more to keep our 
crafts alive, our cuisines authentic and our performing arts pulsating with stories, rhythms 
and songs of the yore. This session will spotlight the role played by women of royal families 
in showcasing the best of Indian history and heritage to tourists and visitors. 

Host Guests 

Ms. Shalini S Sharma 
Asst. Secretary General 
PHDCCI 

H H Radhikaraje Gaekwad 
Maharani of Baroda 
Director, CDS Foundation 

H H Kadambaridevi Jadeja 
Maharani of Rajkot 
 

BEYOND AESTHETICS – ARCHITECTURE AS A TOURISM NARRATIVE 

3:20 PM – 4:00 PM 

Why do some cities feel timeless? What makes a fort more than just a building? In this 
session, we discover how architecture, both historic and contemporary, becomes the face of 
heritage tourism. From adaptive reuse to museum design, our experts explore how the built 
environment helps shape a destination’s story, identity and appeal – one facade at a time. 

Moderator 
Dr. Bhawana Vasudeva 
Head – Department of Architecture 
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda 

Panellists 

Dr. Alka Pande 
Art Consultant and Curator 
Visual Arts Gallery, India 
Habitat Centre 

Ms. Priya Kapoor 
Founder Director 
International Heritage 
Conservation 

Ms. Anjchita B. Nair 
CEO and Co-Founder 
Cultre  

Mr. Vijay Kamalakara 
Founder & CEO 
Storytrails 

4:00 PM – 4:20 PM Virasati Nashta Break 

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM B2B Meetings at Star of the South Hall 

WHEELS OF TIME: HERITAGE TRANSPORT AS LIVING HISTORY 

4:20 PM – 4:50 PM 

India’s story of movement is not just about roads and rails; it’s about Maharaja carriages, 
vintage Rolls Royces, steam locomotives and the emotional memory of mobility. This session 
celebrates the preservation of heritage transport not just as nostalgia, but as cultural legacy, 
storytelling medium, tourism asset and design archive. 

Host Guests 

Mr. Aalap Bansal 
Partner 
KPMG India 
 

Mr. Tarun Thakral 
Founder & Managing 
Trustee, Heritage Transport 
Museum 

Mr. Madan Mohan 
Founder & Managing 
Trustee, 21 Gun Salute 
Heritage & Cultural Trust 

4:50 PM – 4:55 PM Concluding Remarks by Ms. Sulagna Ghosh, Secretary, PHDCCI 

5:30 PM onwards Heritage Walk of Lukshmi Vilas Palace, Vadodara 
 


